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Background 

The North Grenville Feeder Group of Schools, consists of four elementary schools and one High 

School. Three of the elementary schools serve the immediate area surrounding Kemptville. Oxford-On-

Rideau is the one rural school which has had decreasing enrolment numbers over the years, due partially 

to the lack of supporting programs offered within the school. (French Immersion and Extended Day 

Program) With other schools within the feeder group having those supporting options, many families have 

been faced with the decision to leave their boundary to accommodate their family needs. As well, some 

have left for the Coterminous Board. Compounding the issue, have been the rumors surrounding the 

school closure, which have spanned many years. This has forced families to leave Oxford-On-Rideau for 

the fear of closing, during their child’s time within the school.  

 

Challenges to be Addressed 

The challenge facing the ARC as well as the parents within the community, is to aid the board in 

making all current schools in the North Grenville area viable, with a learning environment geared to the 

students who attend them. This will ensure the board can achieve their goal and create the “learning 

experiences our communities expect now and into the future.” Including the vast rural community. 

The challenge is driven by strong views, beliefs, and values of the community surrounding Oxford-On-

Rideau School. The current rural setting and values of the school are of utmost importance to the current 

families attending, and possibly those who left because they felt they did not have a choice. For the 

families that remain, those values have outweighed the missing components of French Immersion and 

before and after care, and have kept students within the school.  What needs to be addressed is the 

declining attendance within the school, for the sole reason that Oxford-On-Rideau does not have an equal 

access to the specialty resources that the other schools within the area offer. Bringing back the families 

which reside in the boundary, will restore life to a rural school setting, and alleviate the near maxed out 

schools in town. The North Grenville Feeder group of schools has the highest Utilization Rate within the 

UCDSB. Even with Oxford currently having a low utilization, North Grenville stands at a 94% overall 

utilization before the review has taken place. The utilization of North Grenville is well above the dozen 

schools within the board that have not been considered for consolidation under the accommodation 

review which enrolment have an average of 80% Utilization.  

Another significant challenge to be addressed is that the “Use of space vs OTG numbers” being 

used to analyze Oxford-On-Rideau could be argued to be not under equal comparison to South Branch 

and Kemptville Public School. The capacity of Oxford-On-Rideau is slightly elevated due to the “Music 

Room” being considered part of under utilized calculations. It does not seem to be used within the loading 

of South Branch or Kemptville Public School. Another factor could be converting a classroom space into 

an updated and adequate sized computer lab. With the current path of technology, a room with 

capabilities of providing programming geared to Technology, would be a great asset to the school. The 

current Computer Lab can not support all the computers needed for the current enrolment numbers. 

Addressing this issue will show that by making the proper adjustments, keeping Oxford-On-Rideau open 

is a viable option. If the UCDSB were to justify a capacity revision through the School Facilities Inventory 

System (SFIS), it would raise the utilization at Oxford-On-Rideau. This translates into a possible 85%-

94% utilization if it were to remain open, as per the other options considered in the Initial Staff Report, as 

well as the options in this report. (See Appendix #1)  The outcome from this change in capacity would 

provide a slight increase to 95% overall utilization across the feeder group of schools, without closing 

Oxford-On-Rideau     
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Proposed Options to Consider 

Option #1: (Recommended Option)  

It should be considered that all the schools within the North Grenville feeder group of Schools 

should remain open. The structure of the schools would be as follows: South Branch and Kemptville 

Public would remain unchanged with their programming. South Branch as core, and KPS as EFI. These 

two schools would share boundaries. This would give the same option to the current families within those 

areas to choose a school that fits their needs. Oxford-On-Rideau would be converted to a dual-track 

school, with the newly defined boundaries for the area being enforced. The boundaries could remain as 

currently laid out, or adjusted slightly under the discretion of the UCDSB. This could potentially include an 

overlap with Merrickville Public School due to the addition of French Immersion. A phase in of children 

who currently live within the Oxford boundary but attend a different school would be implemented to bring 

enrolment numbers back up within Oxford-On-Rideau. By implementing dual track at Oxford-On-Rideau 

only, It will fulfill the needs of the families which have crossed boundaries to seek EFI, while impacting the 

least amount of children with moving schools. In the draft recommendation, there would be children 

changing schools within all three schools. This alternate option would see a minimal impact to staffing 

within the feeder group of schools. The only real change being required is the implementation of dual-

track at Oxford-On-Rideau. By not having to implement dual track at KPS and South Branch, this will 

ease the strain on the UCDSB to find new staff and apply new programming.  

Option #2 

It should be considered that all the schools within the North Grenville feeder Group of Schools 

should remain open.  All the elementary schools would become a Dual-Track program with no 

overlapping boundaries. The option should be considered to aid in the increase in population in 

Kemptville, by placing the students who live in the rural boundaries, within Oxford-On-Rideau. This option 

takes the values of the rural community into consideration, and allows all aspects of the North Grenville 

area to continue to grow and develop. This option will require more children to shift from current schools 

in comparison to option #1 and result in greater strain and more complicated implementation of new 

staffing to facilitate three dual track schools. This option is referenced in the initial report. Although it 

seems to be implied as a viable option, the school is suggested to close due to the FCI. It should be 

noted that there are schools which are not up for consolidation that have a lower utilization and 

comparable FCI to Oxford. As well there are thirteen schools under review, which will remain open, that 

have an equal or higher FCI than Oxford-On-Rideau.  

 

Rationale for Alternate Option 

Per the municipality website, the community of North Grenville and surrounding area is one of the 

fastest growing communities in Eastern Ontario. The area is surrounded by land which has been 

purchased by developers from a retail and housing market. This stands to show that the population 

surrounding these schools will increase over the 15 year time period shown within the draft report. If 

anything, it could be argued with some confidence that enrolment numbers within the community may 

start to increase. North Grenville may be an exception to the trend of declining enrolment within the 

board. The projected trends for enrolment within this area should be revisited to account for the current 

surge in the growth of the community as well as the future economic plans of the municipality.  
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Due to the location of the developmental land, the main area which will see the most student 

increase will be the two schools within the town of Kemptville. Based on projected numbers with the 

closure of Oxford-On-Rideau, the newly built Kemptville Public School will be over capacity at 105% from 

the first year of the proposed consolidation. South Branch will also be at 95%. This leaves almost zero 

room for growth. If the projected numbers of enrolment are low over the next few years, this will mean 

almost immediate placement of portables or additions to the schools. Understanding that the current 

funding model warrants applications for additions to at-capacity schools, it should be considered that it 

would not be great publicity for the UCDSB to have to put the families of a brand-new school through the 

inconvenience of the construction of an addition, or placing students within portables. This may come 

across to the public as “poor planning”. By making the appropriate adjustments to keep Oxford-On-

Rideau open, there would be a balance of acceptable utilization and suitable un-utilized space for future 

community growth.  

 

Financial Impact 

The financial impact surrounding option #1 within this report could be viewed as significantly less 

than the operational cost impact of the draft recommendation. Although the authors of this report do not 

have the resources to do a detailed analysis of the cost impact, there are some points which could be 

easily argued to be a possible savings. Please note that this is a review of specific items which would 

require financial support whether Oxford-On-Rideau were to stay open or not. This does not account for 

the upfront cost savings or cost impact associated with closing a school. 

Portables 

The Draft recommendation shows a 2015-16 utilization at Kemptville Public School at 

105%. It can be assumed that there will be a requirement for one portable to be located on the 

KPS site from the first day the school opens. It could be easily argued that the projection could be 

a little low due to the “new school bump” in enrolment. This will translate into a board cost of one 

or two portables. Estimates could put this cost at as low as $20,000 and a high as +$60,000. 

Under option #1 within this report, there would be no need for additional portables on the new 

Kemptville Public Site.  

UCDSB Office: Relocation Requirements 

Currently, the UCDSB houses a board office within Oxford-On-Rideau School. With the 

possible closure of the school, there would be a cost to the board which would be associated with 

having to relocate the office to another location. Under the alternate option #1, there would still be 

room for the Board to keep its current office location. With the board office in the school and the 

assumption that the capacity of Oxford-On-Rideau is compared “Apples to Apples,” the utilization 

of Oxford-On-Rideau under alternate Option #1 would be at approximately 85%-88% within a few 

years of implementation.   
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Transportation 

Option #1 within this report would represent the least costly option to the transportation 

budget within the North Grenville area. The draft report recommendation states that there would 

need to be an increase of 3 buses or a financial impact of $150,000/year. It is very likely that it 

may require more than this projection to keep the travel times at an appropriate timeframe. It is in 

our opinion, under Option #1, there would possibly need to be only one additional bus required at 

Oxford-On-Rideau. It may be possible that additional buses would not be required at the onset. 

There are currently three buses that cover the school, which houses enough seats for all the 

possible students in the near future. The need for one additional bus is to keep travel times 

reasonable.  

 

Supporting Documents & Information 

The following are multiple items and/or documents which would support the argument to keep the 

Oxford-On-Rideau School from closing.  After reviewing the numbers in the Initial staff report, it is safe to 

say that there are the correct number of schools within the North Grenville Area and in the right places. It 

is being presented that the UCDSB should review the option of providing the resources to Oxford-On-

Rideau, which would allow the families the option to have their children attend the school. This will 

address the IMBALANCE OF ENROLMENT issue in North Grenville. Not the issue of under utilized 

space.   

 Utilization % - Comparison Across UCDSB  

TABLE 1: (Feeder Group Utilization - Before & After initial Staff Report Proposal) 

GROUPS 
BEFORE 
 2015/2016 

AFTER  
 2017/2018 

A1 81% 93% 
A2 77% 87% 
A3 68% 70% 

A4  
(NORTH GRENVILLE) 

94% 105% 

A5 53% 81% 
A6 63% 105% 
A7 72% 73% 
A8 42% 63% 
A9 85% 86% 

A10 66% 70% 
A11 77% 105% 
A12 66% 90% 
A13 53% 69% 
A14 60% 87% 
A15 89% 96% 
A16 63% 84% 

TOTAL (AVERAGE) 69% 85% 
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Table 1 shows the utilization averages stated within the Initial Staff Report for each of the 

feeder group of schools. The percentages show that before the proposed consolidations take 

place, the North Grenville area has the best overall utilization of space, across the board. It also 

shows that the North Grenville area will be one of the areas which will be over capacity with the 

proposed re-alignment.  With the average across the board at 85%, and the schools which are 

not accounted for at 80%, it is unclear why the North Grenville area is up for consolidation in lieu 

of re-alignment. Why not keep the 94% utilization by bringing some students back to Oxford and 

achieve the boards goal of providing a learning experience that their families want and need.  

 

 Ministry of Education – Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline 

 Within the preamble of the guidelines which are set out to dictate the PAR process, there 

are a few options which are stated to be reviewed to avoid the underutilized space within schools. 

The following are the options which the MOE would like the board to review before undertaking 

the review process: 

• moving attendance boundaries and programs to balance enrolment between over and 

underutilized schools;  

• offering to lease underutilized space within a school to a coterminous school board;   

• finding community partners who can pay the full cost of operating the underutilized 

space; and/or  

• decommissioning or demolishing a section of the school that is not required for student 

use to reduce operating costs. 

Although the underutilized space issue within the UCDSB is more wide spread and beyond 

the point of return, it needs to be noted that the first bullet will still be an effective way of 

addressing the issue of imbalance within North Grenville. This MOE document backs up the 

possible alternate recommendation by adjusting programming and boundaries to balance the 

underutilized space within Oxford-On-Rideau. It could have been reviewed within the North 

Grenville Area over the last decade as well as after the “2020” review. With the possible threat of 

closure and lack and competitive programming and child care, Oxford-On-Rideau has been 

declining in enrolment. While the decline has taken place, the over population with Kemptville 

Public School has occurred in the same period. As of 2015, the current Kemptville Public School 

(Old) is at 220% utilization. It can be presumed that the adjustment options outlined in the PAR 

guideline could have aided in addressing the population at Oxford-On-Rideau as well as South 

Branch and Kemptville Public School.  
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Student Information Profiles 

Some of the information contained within the Student Information Profiles does not match 

the projections that are made within the initial staff report. This creates some difficulty when 

analyzing projected enrolment numbers as well as the FCI ratings. In most cases, when using the 

numbers provided in the SIP’s, The argument could be made slightly stronger to keep Oxford-On-

Rideau open. The intention of these profiles did not aid in the review process. It created more 

questions and doubt surrounding the process. The Oxford-On-Rideau profile has cost per pupil 

numbers for maintenance which are taken with the total square footage of the building. The 

UCDSB houses a portion of the building and the cost per pupil figures should reflect the 

space taken by the Board. If the enrolment were to increase and the board space reduction by 

square foot would take place, the cost per pupil would be at or just below the UCDSB average 

stated in the SIP’s.  

  

Timeline 

Throughout the review process, it has been difficult to have confidence that the timeframe 

given to make an informed argument and proposal to the board is sufficient. It has also been 

difficult to trust that the time given to the ARC committee is adequate to understand and compile 

all the relevant information presented for each feeder group of schools.  Many people have 

invested hours into this process and developed a great understanding of the effect of the final 

decision and what the impacts of implementing the outcome will be. With all the factors in mind, 

the implementation process will be difficult and/or rushed to have in place for possible drastic 

changes in the fall of 2017. It can be appreciated that the UCDSB needs some form of change. 

The parents of Oxford-On-Rideau want change as well.  The change should not come under a 

rushed approach to address a problem short term. In the case of North Grenville, adjustments 

can be made to keep Oxford-On-Rideau open, bringing enrolment numbers up over a period of 

time.  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE REPORT 

• Enrolment at Oxford-On-Rideau has declined over the past decade while KPS has 

increased within the same period 

• Rumors of Oxford-On-Rideau closing has lasted over the past 5-10 years impacting the 

confidence of parents and affecting enrolment numbers 

• Lack of equal programming has driven nearly 100 students that live in the catchment into 

KPS 

• There are enough students to support 4 elementary schools in North Grenville at the level 

considered acceptable across many of the feeder groups. 94% utilization remains no 

matter what school they attend. 

• Initial Staff report uses an FCI of 63 as justification to close Oxford-On-Rideau. 13 Schools 

remining open have an equivalent FCI or higher 

• North Grenville has the highest Utilization in the UCDSB before the review / consolidation 

• Keep Oxford-On-Rideau open and implement a plan to bring students back to the school. 

(Dual Track, Before & After Care, Boundary Review, etc.) 

• Municipality of North Grenville is one of the fastest developing communities in Eastern 

Ontario. South Branch & KPS will see growth increase as majority of new homes are 

within their boundary 

• Economic Growth of the area should positively impact projected enrolment numbers 

• Staff recommendation is to open brand new KPS at 105% utilization. May be low projection 

do to enrolment fluctuation of a “new school”. It seems there will be a need for one or two 

portables on the new KPS site. Keeping Oxford-On-Rideau open will avoid this issue. 

• Oxford-On-Rideau capacity of 245 should be reduced by a minimum of 23 spaces for a 

dedicated music room. Possibly another 23 for the use of an adequate computer lab, if 

enrolment is increased over the next few years. This Impacts the overall utilization 

percentage in a positive direction for Oxford-On-Rideau.  

• Ministry of Education PAR guidelines state that a school board should review the option of 

shifting boundaries and programs between over and underutilized schools before starting 

the review process. North Grenville is a perfect example of this requirement. 

• Municipality of North Grenville fully supports the initiative to keep Oxford-On-Rideau 

School open 

• Independent survey data collected shows that the community around Oxford-On-Rideau 

wants to keep the school open. Shows reason for decline is programming and services 

offered 

• Oxford-On-Rideau services the complete rural boundary of Kemptville and North Grenville 

• In North Grenville, We DO have the right number of Schools in the right places. 
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APPENDIX #1 

PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN ADJUSTMENTS 
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APPENDIX #2 

MUNICIPALITY SUPPORT 
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APPENDIX #3 

OXFORD-ON-RIDEAU BOUNDARY
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APPENDIX #4 

SURVEY DATA – Survey #1 

Gathered by the Oxford-on-Rideau SOS Group 
 

The first survey we generated was to attempt to gain information about why some 

parents of elementary-aged children in the Oxford catchment area sent their children to 

Oxford while others crossed boundaries to other schools. The survey leaked beyond the 

Oxford boundaries and garnered responses from parents for whom the survey wasn’t 

initially intentioned. However, the results confirmed why Oxford is important to parents 

in this community. 

 

The Majority of the respondents whose children currently attend elementary school send their 

children to Oxford on Rideau (38.8%), 20.4% attend KPS, 14.3% Holy Cross, 4.1% South Branch, 

2.0% Merrickville and 20.4% other (schools outside Oxford boundary plus homeschooling (1 

respondent)). 

Of those that no longer attend elementary school, most children previously attended Oxford 

(53%). 
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When a family, with elementary aged children, is looking for a house one very important 
factor is where will the children go to school and what will the commute to and from it 
be. If there is not a school within a reasonable distance then that area will soon become 
a no-buy zone. That will greatly affect rural municipalities. A school with a smaller 
population where the students are thought of as individuals (just like the old Cheers TV 
program...where everyone knows your name) is far better for the well being of both 
students and staff. 
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Comments: 

Reasons parents chose the school they did for their children: 
 

Students in elementary school should be familiar with all the students in the school. 
Opportunities to volunteer in small community school. 
 
Tthe quality of the education and the quality of care that teachers take in providing a safe 
environment to learn 
 
The ability to walk to the school 
 
How involved the teacher are with the children. Also is French taught at the school. 
 
Evidence- informed teaching practices and philosophies, leaders who are current and energetic, 
a school population that is diverse and where diversity is valued in the school system 
 
Other languages than French/English 
 
Class size is very important, amount of special needs in a classroom that may hinder learning 
environment for others is a factor and above all safety during school day - especially recess 
periods where there is less structure 
 
Food offered; Teachers education and ranking; students success on the final tests ranking; 
Other parents impression and recommendations about the school 
 
Their openness to communication 
 
Modern Teaching Philosophy and Integration of Technology 
 
Both my kids are in different school because of the French and English. 
 
Philosophy, vision, mission, teacher competencey 
 
Extra curricular activities, sports, clubs are incredibly important for us. 
 
New school 
 
I feel it's important if schools still stick to basic necessary learning skills such as reading and 
writing with paper, less gadgets, wifi and computers. 
 
A close tie with the local community is essential. 
 
spirit of the school and neighbourhood 
 
Quality of teachers and proximity to home 
 
A school that is a community where the teachers know the children. They know their strengths 
and weakness educationally and they are there to help him in any way they can. 
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nearest to home. 
 
The atmosphere of the whole school is usually a reflection of the principal's attitude and 
approach to learning. 
 
School Board support and funding. Extra help for kids that are having difficulties in school. 
 
quality of education, support for different learning styles 
 
I feel Oxford on Rideau would be a great school for my kids to start sept 2017. It is a great size 
and won't be intimidating to them. 
 

How the child is welcomed and feels a valued member of the school. Also, how well the 
teachers and staff get to know all the children. A family atmosphere. 
 
quality of the school, the distance, size of school (bigger is not better - the larger the 
organization the easier for people (kids) to get lost, to lose the sense of belonging to a close 
community... 
Community schools are important to the well benig of the students instead of transporting them 
to a "mega" school, just to save money. Students deserve to be in the community where they 
live. Kids lives matter not the almighty dollar!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Think of our kids future!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
A school within my community 
10/23/2016 10:07 AM View respondent's answers 

TBH - You guys are asking all the wrong questions. But here goes... the overall culture of the 
organization is important to me; the teachers, the admin, maintenance, educational assistants, 
etc. Are they working together cooperatively, or are they in competition with one another? How 
well do they get a long and work towards the overall benefit of the students? Communication is 
so important - It absolutely HAS to be happening amongst the staff. Please dont overlook that 
Teachers can sometimes be Bullies Too! Consider the way a teacher might scribble viciously on 
papers, or agendas pressing really hard (as one example). This can say "I don't like you" 
without actually having to say it. Don't get me wrong.... teachers have feelings and emotions 
too. I think it is critical that their professionalism be reviewed regularly and that they be coached 
on what Not to do.... These things can not be accepted by out educators. It can destroy a child's 
self esteem and make them really cry - for the entire year they have that teacher. Another thing 
.... When my child was in elementary school, I felt as though the school did not want me 
involved in my child's education; like AT ALL (except for reading at home). I had no idea what 
she was working on at school, there was no information coming home, and when I asked the 
school I received avoidance, and defensiveness. My point is that: relying on a gr. 1 - gr. 5/6 
child to be the sole link communication chain between parent and teacher is absolutely and 
utterly Negligent - by the school! Think about it. Shouldnt the teacher and parents be working 
together? How much work would come away from the teacher if the communication was 
enhanced and a partnership was formed between parent, teacher, school. How much better, 
more advanced would the kids be, if us parents could be involved and interact with what the 
school is doing? Talking about dinosaurs this week? Great, then we are going to the nature 
museum, going to buy fossils and books on dinosaurs, toys, movies, etc. This seems so 
elementary to me. Why isn't the school running better!?! Where is the accountability, the 
transparency?! When you guys fudge up, it is us parents who ultimately gets the grief for that? 
There is absolutely no recourse when you guys mess up! PLEASE Make better hires - a proper 
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CEO with some vision. Stop focussing on brick and mortar and start going into the schools and 
save money inside your existing building. Do an efficiency study, or organizational review. Put 
your money there! Ask better questions! Do better research! This survey is .... an insult to 
parents. Final thought - you may want to consider having the principal voted in - by the staff and 
the parents, for two or four year terms. Parents should have a say in who is in charge of our 
child's education. I hope some of this resonates with y'all. I wish you nothing but greatness. 
Truly. 
 
A school close by where my children feel safe and smaller class sizes where my special needs 
children will receive the appropriate amount of attention. 
 
The type of setting which you feel bests suits your family/ kids. Option of rural or urban 
 
Overall school community, small size, access to gym, library, computers on a daily basis, extra 
curricular activities (special days, events) 
 
I support larger school populations in order to access more resources, programming and extra 
curricular options. 
 
Student to teacher ratio. 
  
Quality of education 
 
Special ed staff and funding and ea time 
 
Overcrowding of class, use of portables, bus ride length 
 
Family friendly and personal. The school works with and fits into the community. The number of 
parents willing to volunteer to help maintain the grounds, which should be done by the board, 
exemplifies how important the school is to this community. 
 
We moved out to the country in order to send our child to a rural school, with kids in her 
neighbour and smaller class size and sense of community. I would rather go outside the board 
of UCDSB if her local school closes. 
 
Location (rural) 
 
Teachers being given tools to assist all children in class 
 
Morals and values imparted on the children 
 
School that support community 
 
School staff comraderie and credentials 
 
Staff participation, welcoming feel, cleanliness 
 
I perhaps would have used a school if it was more like a democratic school system. 
 
Good teachers and support of the community 
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Small, rural setting where community involvement is paramount 
 
Education and community attitude 
 
I prefer a smaller, rural school 
 
Local teachers , more time should be spent in school on homework and lessons, 
 
how schools deal with bullying. learning through play and the outdoors. music 
 
The feeling of being aperson and not a number. 
 
We loved the class size of Oxford and the staff there. The only reason we left was because we 
needed french immersion. If Oxford was able to offer immersion we would have happily stayed 
there. 
 
Knowing other families that attend that school. This impacts things like play dates, friendships, 
and sense of community. 
 
Small size 
 
Location and ability to work with special needs students 
 
Does the school reflect our values? In my case, I was looking for the feel of an extended family 
and abundant opportunities to be involved in my children's education, which I've had through 
Roots of Empathy, running Fridays, annual Terry Fox runs, character assemblies, standard 
issue volunteering, Come Play with Me (monthly JK/SK open house), etc. When I visited for 
kindergarten orientation I was heartened to witness student-driven inquiry, as opposed to the 
notion that a teacher's role is to impart preformed parcels of knowledge. I fell in love with the 
multi-age classrooms and working groups between/among classrooms. For a little over two 
years now I have been been very impressed by the prompt attention to my concerns, which 
have been relatively few because the teachers are so proactive. 
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Do you have any other comments?  

 

(Please note that comments below have not been edited ) 

 

Equalizing out the populations for KPS, SB and OoR would benefit students. Teaching students 
in school buildings rather than putting them in portables makes them feel part of a school 
population and not just an extra student that is housed out back. Perhaps all the UCDSB board 
office staff should be put together in one locations and due to lack of space make sure a bunch 
of them are housed in portables. After all, if portables are fine for the learning atmosphere of our 
children then they are also acceptable for working conditions for adults. 
 
My kids are older however they still have very fond memories of their time at Oxford and still 
socialize with friends they met there. Aside from possible short term economic gains I see no 
reason to close small rural schools. Oxford was targeted a long time ago with the building of 
South Branch and the border changes that occurred at that time. In addition students were lost 
to other schools where French Immersion was offered. Although perhaps only 5km down the 
road from South Branch the two schools have different cultures and serve distinct populations. 
The closure would be a huge loss for our rural population. 
 
We are pulling our son out of Holy Cross today largely due to class size. The lack of cap in 
kindergarten class rooms has caused a huge problem. 27 children in one classroom? This 
means you have become a daycare-teaching is nearly impossible. Except that this ratio would 
never be acceptable in a licensed daycare. But it is ok in an environment where the children are 
supposed to be learning?! A manageable class size is an essential first step for success. 
 
It is important to keep school cost low. It does not make sense to run schools half full when 
there is another half full school nearby. 
 
Oxford should close I would never put my child in such a small school. Both kps and sb should 
be dual track! 
 
I truly believe in small rural schools. The personal relationships between educators and peers 
make attending a small rural school a truly enriching experience. Please reconsider the decision 
to close Oxford on the Rideau. My grandchildren are moving to the area for the next school year 
and I would love for them to have the experience of a more intimate school environment 
 
Populations ebb and flow. The school may be underpopulated at this time. I don`t believe that 
will continue. Amalgamation only makes sense if the other schools will NOT be overpopulated. 
 
We are so excited to have our children grow up and attend a small, rural school as we did. 
Oxford on the Rideau may be small but is meaningful to many! 
 
Please do not close Oxford on Rideau, it's an amazing school! 
 
An hour south of Ottawa, its unacceptable to have so little support for french immersion in our 
public school system.  
 
Look in to maybe activities in the school that would attract new students and kinders like outside 
learning, taking the class room outside. 
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I am not really sure why having to send children to a different school is changing the quality of 
education. You still will be sending them to the same school board with the same polices and 
procedures. 
 
The school in Oxford Mills remains an anchor for the community. The municipality has blocked 
local ownership of Maplewood; they keep threatening to sell the Township Hall. As each major 
anchor is closed, it makes it more difficult to maintain anything else there -- there is no longer a 
general store (with gas and post office facilities) or library -- we must all drive to Kemptville for 
those services. Bedroom communities are convenient in the short term, but they lose the 
cohesive vibrancy of full communities. 
 
Would suggest rewriting the Boards proposal and correcting the mistakes made I the draft. Also 
have alternatives to closing to school prepared with financials to back it up.  
 
with all the new housing being built in Kemptville, I find it hard to believe that we don't need 
Oxford on Rideau. The plan that is proposed by the school board already includes adding 
French immersion to South Branch and then having over 100% capacity at remaining schools. 
The school boards is notoriously bad at estimating school populations (look at overcrowded 
North Grenville High School). Why don't they add French Immersion to Ox-o-R and change the 
boundary to include more of the new subdivision developments. 1200 new homes geared 
toward young families are projected for the northwest sector (north of 43, west of 44). Surely 
that means we need schools. 
 
It would be a real shame to close that school. I know parents that have their kids there and they 
think it is great. We are looking forward to send our kids there in 2017. 
 
Like country hospitals which have made a huge comeback, so too should small rural schools, 
and for all the same reasons. 
 
The article says that there are "10k unused student spaces .... the equivalent to 33 empty 
elementary schools". That averages to just over 300 students per school. With classes at 30 
students, is that a fair number of schools .... really? I know holy cross had close to 500... maybe 
things have changed since a few years ago. Perhaps we should suggest home schooling and 
coach parents on how to get started... How much would you save? Especially for those in rural 
areas. Also, more field trips - like one per month! And overnight ones?! Those kids need to get 
out of the class room. I am happy to pay.... and those who kids that can't go cause no money, I 
am sure we can fundraise the money somewhere. I am happy to help. Poor kids - I often think 
that the inadequacy of our existing educational system is completely intentional to this 
generation. Poor kids - they never even had a chance to show, grow or develop their greatness. 
Its really, really, too bad. 
 
This school should remain open. I attended this school as a child and it was a great school. My 
special needs children go there and receive the attention that they need because of the smaller 
class size and the school is close to home for them and they love that 
 
I support the proposal for changes to school accommodations. 
 
I went to Oxford-On-Rideau for 10 years. My child attends school in Kemptville because that is 
where I live. Oxford has character that other schools lack. Oxford represents my childhood and 
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stripping rural kids from their rural roots is wrong. Give parents the choice to send their children 
to a small school. 
 
Staffing at schools in spec ed department needs to increase 
 
I would like a virtual tour, or an open house, at the board offices in Brockville before any 
closures occur. 
 
Oxford Mills Girl Guides also affected in the evenings. 
 
Oxford Mills has lost enough in the recent past. To lose their school would be a shame. My 
daughter loved the fact that she knew almost everyone in her school and grew up knowing the 
kids in her community. A smaller school has many benefits compared to the bigger, less 
personal schools around. Oxford On Rideau students care for one another as do the staff that 
work there. As a parent, I was more at ease knowing my daughter was known by name by most 
students and staff. It takes a village to raise our children properly these days, not a city. 
 
The loss of our smaller schools is a shame. Children who don't learn as fast as other students 
need the smaller schools and smaller class size for them to excel!! 
 
Oxford on Rideau is a wonderful school with strong family and community values. The kids that 
go there feel a strong sense of inclusion and strength of community. The closure of this school 
would not only affect the children that go there and their families, but also several community 
programs that foster children's growth. 
 
We love the staff at Oxford- they are so available, and because the school is small they know 
who you are, which makes communication comfortable and easy. I see the principle every day, 
and thats not something you can say for other schools. 
 
Oxford was a big part of my children's schooling. They attended for 8 years and received a 
great education. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 
 

While we recognize that the survey was filled out by mostly parents sending their 

children to Oxford already, there is a lot of support for keeping Oxford open. 

There are many reasons – the rural philosophy, the community atmosphere, focus 

on nature, physical education – that people love Oxford and the small country 

school but it’s also apparent that parents understand that crowded schools do not 

make for positive learning environments. The distribution of ages suggests that 

many of these children have not yet entered school, and would attend Oxford if 

given the opportunity 
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APPENDIX #5 

SURVEY DATA – Survey #2 

Gathered by the Oxford-on-Rideau SOS Group 
 

 

We created a second survey that targeted only Oxford-On-Rideau parents to ask 

questions specific to our situation.  
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Comments: 
 
If possible, KPS but will depend on bus routes and/or daycare. 
 
Leaning towards Merrickville, but maybe South Branch 
 
Ecole publique Kemptville + homeschool 
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. 
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While the number of respondents to this survey are low compared to the student 
population at Oxford, it’s apparent that those sending their children to Oxford feel 
strongly about the school remaining open. Further, almost a quarter of the students 
would leave the UCDSB if Oxford were to close. Another interesting component of this 
survey is that the majority of parents will not send their children to Oxford the fall of 
2017 if the original proposal goes through and it’s chosen that Oxford close in January 
2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


